Times
Hi, Neighbors!
Jeff Baker, CPN President

October 2019

Curtis Park Neighbors Meet
Thursday, October 3rd
United Way, 711 Park Ave. West
(Enter from parking lot at “CoBank” sign)
6:30 p.m. Police Update & Snacks
7:00-8:30 p.m. Main Agenda
1. Budget and Management Office-Learn where
Denver spends its funds-30 minutes
2. Denver Water Lead Reduction-30 minutes

Happy Fall everyone! It seems by this
time of the year most folks are ready
and excited for fall. The highly palpable
changes of this season may be the reason
why people love this time of year so
much. The changing leaves, crisp air,
shorter days, corn mazes, and of course
the Curtis Park Great Pumpkin at Stout
Street Children’s Park! This event will be
October 27th and has become a staple
for families in the neighborhood every
October. A big thanks to John Hayden
and Keith Pryor for creating and hosting this event! Please attend and see
John’s note below.
Curtis Park Neighbors has received interest from some neighbors for upcom-

3. Women’s Bean update-20 minutes
4. Community Roundtable-10 minutes

ing board positions, and we are still
looking for more. If this is something
you would be interested in, or want to
nominate a neighbor please contact us
at curtis-park-neighbors-board@googleg r o u p s . c o m o r c a l l J e ff a t
970-759-4023.
At this month’s Curtis Park Neighbors
meeting on October 3rd , we will have a
presentation from the Denver Budget
and Management Office to learn about
where the city is allocating funds in the
budget. Following that we will have a
presentation about Denver Water’s Lead
Reduction Program, to educate us on
Continued Page 2

10th Annual Curtis Park Great Pumpkin Party
John Hayden
Please Support CPN
Please&consider&a&dona-on&to&support&the&&&
Cur-s&Park&Neighbors&and&this&newsle8er.&&You&
can&make&your&tax&deduc-ble&contribu-on&on>
line&by&visi-ng&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
squareup.com/store/Cur/sParkNeighbors.&

Next CPN General Meetings
Nov. 7th, 2019
7:00-8:30, Police update at 6:30

CPN Board Meeting
Mon. October 21st, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
2543 California St, Open to all
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Come and celebrate Fall and Halloween
with neighbors at the 10th annual Curtis Park Great Pumpkin Party! This
small, local neighborhood event occurs
every year on the Sunday before Halloween, October 27th, at the Stout
Street Children's Park, 2501 Stout
Street, from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm. This
year’s festivities will include artists carving the Giant Pumpkin, free pumpkins
for neighbors to carve for the Jack-olantern contest, Halloween themed
treats from the Rolling Pin, costume
parade, pony rides, and the Cat Tails
acoustic music for kids. All are welcome at this free

neighborhood event. Come and bring
friends and neighbors!
Contact John Hayden to with questions
or to volunteer to help.
haydenpryor@msn.com.

www.CurtisPark.org • www.facebook.com/groups/curtispark
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Neighbors (cont.)

Think Globally - Act Locally

what we can do if we have lead exposure
in our homes. Our last presenter of the
evening will be the Women’s Bean
Project.

Thomas Lucas

The Women’s Bean Project is a Colorado
501(c)(3) non-profit organization with
the mission to change women’s lives by
providing stepping stones to self-sufficiency through social enterprise.
Women’s Bean Project believes all women
have the power to transform their lives
through employment. They hire women
who are chronically unemployed and
teach them to work by making nourishing products that they sell across the US
through some of the country’s largest
retailers. The Women’s Bean Project is
located at 32nd and Curtis and has outgrown its space that has been its home
since 1995. They are seeking to rezone
the property. Curtis Park Neighbors
Board has voted to support the rezone to
U-MX-2x, after providing an informational flyer and doing outreach to the
neighbors directly surrounding the building. The decision of this vote supported
the requests of the direct neighbors. To
learn more about building and this
process please attend the Curtis Park
Neighbors general meeting on October
3rd.

This slogan was a ubiquitous call to action
back in the day when I attended the first
Earth Day celebration on April 22, 1970,
along with about 20 million other concerned Americans. As celebrants that day,
we truly believed that the collective action
of ordinary citizens in cities and towns
across the country could have an impact
on environmental policy on the national
level. And so it did: the environmental
activism of that first Earth Day contributed to the formation six months later
of both the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Sadly, environmental activism has not had
the same impact on government policy
regarding climate change. Despite repeated
warnings by climate scientists dating back
over 30 years and growing more insistent
and more dire of late, our government has
done too little, and now many fear it is too
late. The problem is so big, it can leave
you feeling helpless and hopeless. Don’t let
it!
Recent research out of the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology in Zurich indicates
that “by far — by thousands of times —

Ticker of what Curtis Park Neighbors are working on:
• The Great Pumpkin Fest

• Tree Committee

• 2020 Home, Garden and ADU
Tour. We are seeking volunteers to
help with this special event next
September. We need volunteers for
the planning committee, the event
itself, and we need Homes, Gardens and ADUs to show off! The
last home tour was in 2014 and it
was a huge success, thanks to all the
great people who organized the
event. Interested in participating in
this community event? Please contact us at curtis-park-neighborsboard@googlegroups.com or call
970-759-4023.

• Homelessness solutions

October 2019

• Women’s Bean Project rezone
• New Board member recruitment
• Holiday Community Potluck and
member meeting-Save the Date! December 9th
• New website and increasing communication
• Wednesday morning park stewardship
at Sonny Lawson Park - Every
2

the cheapest climate change solution
and the most effective” is to plant a trillion trees. Better than cutting emissions,
better than retrofitting buildings, better
than switching from meat-eating to
vegetarianism, planting trees on a grand
scale is the best way to mitigate the effects of climate change.
Trees are wonderful beings. They are
beautiful to look at and pleasant to sit
under. They provide a welcome respite
from the heat. They cleanse the air.
They inspire. They nurture the soul.
And, most importantly in this context,
they sequester carbon. That is, they take
carbon dioxide out of the air and bury
the carbon as biomass in their leaves,
branches, trunks and roots as well as in
the soil- and they are remarkably efficient at this.
The hopeful news is the earth has room
for a trillion more trees- 1.5 trillion, in
fact- and many countries have already
pledged enormous resources to the effort. New Zealand, for example, just
committed to planting a billion trees in
the next ten years.
And we- you and me, your next-door
neighbor and your friend down the
block- we all can contribute to this
world-wide effort right here in Curtis
Park! And it’s easier and cheaper than
you may think.
Look for more information from the
Tree Committee in coming issues of the
newsletter. Or better yet join us in the
effort by becoming a member of the
committee. In the meantime, I’ll leave
you with this
w i s d o m e xpressed in an
ancient Chinese
proverb: “The
best time to
plant a tree was
twenty years ago.
The second-best
time is today.”
Curtis Park Times

4th Annual Trunk-aTreat
D. Helen Rice-Allen
Peoples Presbyterian Church is inviting
the community to come and hang out in
a relaxed and fun atmosphere for your
family to meet other families in the
neighborhood! “Food, Fun and most of
all CANDY”. Thursday, October 31st ,
2019 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 2780 York St.
In the parking lot behind the church.

SCFD Free Days
Denver Art Museum
• Sat. October 5th
Colorado Railroad Museum
• Thurs. October 10th
Clyfford Still Museum
• Tues. October 15th
Denver Urban Gardens
• Sat. October 5th
• Sat. October 12th
Find out more at www.scfd.org
Curtis Park Times
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Resources

Denver City Government

Neighborhood Walk with City Forrester

www.DenverGov.org, or call 3-1-1

Blair-Caldwell Library

2401 Welton Street, (720) 865-2401
Mon./Wed.: Noon – 8 p.m.
Tue./Thu./Fri.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Denver City Council
District 9
Candi CdeBaca, (720) 337-7709
candi.cdebaca@denvergov.org
Elbra M. Wedgeworth Municipal
Building
2855 Tremont Place, Suite 201
At-Large
Councilwoman Robin Kniech
Robin.Kniech@denvergov.org
(720) 337-7712
Councilwoman Debbie Ortega
Deborah.Ortega@denvergov.org
(720) 337-7713

Join us in October for a walk through Curtis Park
with the City Forrester. On this walk we will learn
how to identify the different trees that line our streets.
Tips for tree planting, trimming and care will be covered. How often do you need to water trees? What
trees work the best for our climate and which ones are
best for different locations in your yard? These are just
a few of the questions that will be answered. Trees
make our neighborhood a beautiful place to live,
shade our homes, yards and sidewalks from the sun
and protect people walking from fast moving cars.
Trees clean our air and decrease crime. New research
also shows that trees actually communicate with each

Neighborhood Internet
Resources

Denver Public Schools

Curtis Park Neighbors on Facebook
www.facebook.com/groups/curtispark/

Homeless Outreach

Curtis Park Neighbors “Announce” Group
Just the basics! We encourage everyone to join this e-mail
group. Receive the Curtis Park Times & special announcements. To join, send an email to: Curtis-ParkNeighbors-Announce+subscribe@googlegroups.com

(720) 423-3200, www.DPSK12.org
Police non-emergency: (720) 913-2000

Mayor’s Neighborhood Liaison
Shawn Johonson,(720) 913-1311

Police

Emergencies: Dial 911
Non-Emergency: (720) 913-2000
Dist. 2 (north 25th Street) RSO:
Hana Ruiz (720) 913.1089
hana.ruiz@denvergov.org
Dist. 6 (south 25th Street) RSO:
Teresa Gillian (720) 913-2908.
teresa.gillian@denvergov.org
Elected RTD Representative
Shontel Lewis, (720) 935-8284
shontel.lewis@rtd-denver.com

Trash Pickup - Overflow Pickup

Curtis Park Neighbors “Notices” Group
Super-detailed! Receive all of the notices that the City and
other organizations send to Curtis Park Neighbors. Zoning
notices, liquor license applications, etc. all come through
here. To join, send an email to: CurtisParkNeighbors
+subscribe@googlegroups.com
Curtis Park Design Review Committee
Receive updates on new development and building modifications under review by the Denver Landmark Commission. To join, send an email to: cpn-drc-announcements
+subscribe@googlegroups.com. Questions about projects,
email Keith Pryor: KPryor13@gmail.com.

The next Large Item pickup is
Wednesday, October 23rd
For free appliance collection, call
800-479-4159.

DHA / Curtis Park Community Advisory Committee

Xcel Energy

Curtis Park Transportation Committee

Improve mobility and safety for people
getting around by all modes
Write to: cpn-transportation+subscribe@googlegroups.com
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Curtis Park Safety and
Security Group
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The spirit of the Curtis Park Times is to communicate information about topics and concerns of our neighborhood. The opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the views or
policies of Curtis Park Neighbors. To provide
newsletter articles or place advertising, contact
us at cpn-newsletter@googlegroups.com or
(720)273–0623. The next newsletter deadlines
are Oct. 23rd for ads, and Oct. 26th for articles.
Special Thanks To
John Hayden, Thomas Lucas, and Jeff Baker for
newsletter content . Thanks to Hope Communities
and Mile High United Way for donating our meeting space, to Therese Rasmussen for coordinating
newsletter distribution, and many thanks to neighbors assisting with newsletter deliveries.
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Jeff Baker (President), Patti Smith, Ben Mendenhall
(Treasurer), Paul Davidson (Co Vice President),
Robbie Hobein (Secretary), Andrew Spinks, Ryan
Cox, Beth Bianchi, (Co Vice President) Lindsay
Schneider, Lindsey Sullivan. Contact the CPN President by writing to:
jeffbakercurtisparkdenver@gmail.com or call (970)
759-4023. Write the CPN Board at curtis-parkneighbors-board@googlegroups.com.
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Collaborate on finding solutions to
current and long-term safety and security topics in the neighborhood.
Write to: cpn-security+subscribe@googlegroups.com
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To report non-permitted exterior work
to Landmark email: abigail.Christman@denver.gov.org or call
(720) 865-2908.

Curtis Park Neighbors is an officially incorporated non-profit neighborhood organization
bringing our neighborhood together to share in
preserving the past and future of Curtis Park.
We welcome all neighbors in Curtis Park and
encourage participation in Curtis Park Neighbors and in the life of the community. Please
pass along this newsletter and bring a neighbor
to the meetings!

CPN Board of Directors
Downing

Electric Emergency/Power Outage
(800) 895-1999
Gas Emergency / Gas Odor
(800) 895-2999

Provide feedback and guide the Denver Housing Authority’s
plans for their property holdings in the Curtis Park area.
Write to: CPN-DHA-CAC+subscribe@googlegroups.com

other and even helping each other survive attacks by pests and disease.
Come find out how and much more
about our tall green friends. Our October walk is planned for Saturday
October 19th at 2pm. The walk will
last about two hours and starts from
the Stout Street Children's Park at
2501 Stout Street. Please RSVP to
John Hayden at haydenpryor@msn.com or 303-297-3994 to reserve your
spot and get updates in case of date or
time change due to weather or other
issues.

Short Term Rental Enforcement
Brian Snow
(720) 865-2750

Curtis Park Times
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